
 

       
 

 
 

TRIATHLON WESTERN AUSTRALIA BOASTS 3 WORLD CHAMPION  TRIATHLETES   
 
 
 
The 2009 ITU World Triathlon Championships for both Olympic and Sprint Distance took place on the Gold 
Coast from Wednesday 9th through to Sunday 13th September 2009. Not only was Australia a successful  nation 
with Emma Moffett being crowned female  ITU World Champion for 2009, Triathlon Western Australia are very 
please to announce the success of three West Australians who were crowned World Champions across the 
various Age Group Categories at this event. 
 
In the 16-19yrs male category, Ryan Bailie was placed first with a time of 1:56:56, nearly two minutes ahead of 
his fellow WA rival James Lewin (1:58:55) who won the silver medal in his age group over the Olympic Distance 
event.  
 
Other fantastic results from WA Age Group athletes in the Olympic Distance events included first place to 
Loretta Wesley in the 45-49 female Age Group in a time of 2:15:27 and 5th place to Alex Bailie (twin sister to 
Ryan) in the female 16-19yrs age group category in a time of 2:25:34.  
 
In the Sprint Distance Age Group races, WA had two world champions with Michelle Duffield 20-24 female age 
group placing 1st and Pauline Wiltshire 65-69 female age group placing 2nd.  Katy Duffield (twin sister to 
Michelle) also had a fantastic result by placing 4th in the 20-24 female age group. 
 
This is the first time that 4 Western Australian junior athletes have managed to be placed in the top 20 rankings 
at a World Triathlon Championship. This is an enormous achievement for our sport in Western Australia where 
3 years ago a junior development program was in its preliminary stages of development. With the keen support 
from key stakeholders such as the Department of Sport and Recreation, the West Australian Institute of Sport 
and Triathlon Australia we have progressed the Triathlon Excellence Program providing assistance and support 
to talented young athletes for the past 3 years.  
 
Ryan Bailie is currently a ‘Smarter than Smoking’ Scholarship Holder through the Department of Sport and 
Recreation. This program aims to assist talented regional athletes by providing them with greater support 
services and financial assistance to be able to achieve their goals and it is clear through Ryan’s results that this 
is taking effect.  

3049 athletes from across the world raced at 
the ITU Triathlon World Championships where 
Australia submitted the largest team of 989 
triathletes taking to the course. Great Britain 
in second, fielded a massive squad of 408 
who made the journey across the ocean. The 
USA took the bronze medal in the participant 
number with just 16 athletes less than Great 
Britain - 392. 378 triathletes from 
neighbouring New Zealand also made the trip. 
Other countries which participated in this 
event included athletes as far afield as South 
Africa, Venezuela, Oman, Norway, Morocco, 
Liechtenstein, Guatemala, Mauritius and 
Kazakhstan, ensuring that the strong turnouts 
from the larger countries were matched with 
passion and enthusiasm from the smaller 
triathlon nations. 
 
 
 

 
On behalf of Triathlon Western Australia, congratulations to the outstanding achievements of our West 
Australian athletes who participated at the ITU Sprint and Olympic Distance World Triathlon Championships 
2009. Well done, you did us proud! 
 
We now look forward in anticipation to the ITU Long Distance Triathlon World Championships due to take place 
in the City of Perth on the foreshore of Langley Park from 23rd through to the 25th October 2009.  
 


